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□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 


V 
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VIII 
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Facsimile No. 
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Telephone No. 
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Irjmnational application No. 

PCT/JPOO/05255 



1. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language _ which is: 

f j the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

1 I the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as ' originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-10 YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


YES 


Claims 


1-10 NO 


i«H..ctrinl annlic.ahilitv (IA) Claims 


1-10 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. Citations and explanations 




Document 1 : 


JP, 10-197722, A (Nitto Denko Corp.), 31 July 
1998 (31.07.98); entire text, all drawings 




(Family: none) 




Document 2 : 


JP, 9-329779, A (Sharp Corp.), 22 December 
1997 (22.12.97); entire text, all drawings 




(Family: none) 




Document 3: 


JP, 271731, A (Nitto Denko 


Corp. ) , 18 October 




1996 (18.1096); entire text, all drawings 




(Family: none) 




Document 4 : 


JP, 6-75214, A (Nitto Denko Corp.), 18 March 
1994 (18.03.94); entire text, all drawings 




(Family: none) 




Document 5: 


JP, 6-75114, A (Nitto Denko Corp.), 18 March 
1994 (18.03.94); entire text, all drawings 




(Family: none) 




Document 6: 


JP, 6-75221, A (Nitto Denko Corp.), 18 March 




1994 (18.03.94) 




Document 7 : 


EP, 457607, A (Nippon Oil 


Co., Ltd.), 21 




November 1991 (21.11.91); 


entire text, all 




drawings & JP, 4-22917, A; 


entire text, all 




drawings & US, 5206752, A 


& DE, 69123386, E 


Claim 1 






Documents 1 to 3 disclose polarizing members 
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comprising a cholesteric liquid crystal layer combined 
with a 1/4 wavelength plate. 

Similarly, Documents 4-7 disclose polarizing members 
comprising a polarizing layer or multiple refracting layer 
or the like combined with an optically active layer. 

A person skilled in the art could easily apply the 
aforementioned art in a polarizing member disclosed in 
Document 1-3. 

Claim 2 

Having an absorption type polarizing plate on top of 
the optically active layer is merely a design feature, 
since Documents 4 to 7 indicate combination of an 
optically active layer and an absorption type polarizing 
plate. It is also specified that the long axis or the 
short axis of the optically active layer is parallel to 
the polarizing surfaces of linear polarization due to the 
cholesteric layer 1/4 wavelength plate of the front and 
rear surfaces of the optically active layer and the axis 
of polarization of the absorption type polarizing plate; 
however, considering the transmission of polarized light, 
stipulating the optically active layer so as to match the 
direction of the polarized wave of polarized light and the 
axis of polarization, etc., of the polarizing member, 
including the polarizing plates on either side of the 
optically active layer, is obvious to a person skilled in 
the art from the point of view of the technical 
significance of providing an optically active layer. 



Claim 4 

The material specified as constituting the optically 
active layer is known from the prior art and does not 
constitute a special feature. 



Claims 5 and 6 
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Setting the condition for the degree of optical 
rotation of the optically active layer to be satisfactory 
does not constitute a special design restriction. The 
degree of optical rotation is such as can be decided in 
accordance with factors such as required performance 
traits . 

Claims 7-10 

Having a polarizing member on the back of the 
visible surface of a liquid crystal cell is not a special 
technical restriction. It is well known in the prior art, 
in reflector type liquid crystal display devices for 
example . 
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